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military actions abroad should be guided
by the United Nations and international
laws, treaties and conventions. All of these
were designed with our protection in
mind. 

We support policies which would abolish
nuclear weapons, phase out our 700-plus
military bases abroad, and greatly reduce
our military budget, with funds redirected
to our essential social and economic needs.

Domestic Policy Issues
A healthy democracy needs an active and
well-informed citizenry, adherence to the
rule of law, protection of individual liberties
and a government that acts in the public
interest. On all counts, we do not have a
healthy democracy.

We stand solidly for legal and social
justice. We must restore habeas corpus
(the Constitutional right to contest one’s
detention), repeal the U.S. Patriot Act
(which allows police to break into homes
without notification or justification), repeal
the FISA bill (which allows for nameless
pro forma warrants), pursue war crimes
hearings, and eliminate torture.

We must reassert the importance of the
middle class in a healthy democratic
economy. We must reexamine our
government at all levels and insist that it
promote and protect the public interest.
We must stop privatizing public functions
that have served our communities for
generations, including education, water
supplies, support of our armed forces, and
managing our prisons. These and other
such “public goods” serve broad
community purposes, and should not be
corrupted by profit motives.

We must reestablish balance in our
media (if necessary by reintroducing the
Fairness Doctrine) so that citizens are
exposed to diverse ideas and can form
better-educated opinions. We must
establish a health care system that serves
the community by promoting public
health and lifelong wellness, and does not

lead people to the brink of bankruptcy, or
beyond, when they need medical treatment.
We must end voter intimidation, and we
must end election tampering, in part by
ensuring universal access to accurate,
independently-verifiable voting machines. 

Although elections are important,
economic, social and legal justice will not
arise spontaneously if we elect the right
president or even the right Congress. More
significant is the growth of an aware and
active citizenry, resistant to manipulation
and working in unity to support shared
public interests.

Foreign Policy Issues
Iraq
The United States government’s unilateral,
preemptive war against Iraq was immoral,
unjust and illegal from the outset. We
support an expeditious, yet responsible,
withdrawal of all of our military forces,
and support further war funding only for
this limited purpose. 

We reject the contention that we must
stay in Iraq indefinitely “because to leave
prematurely would be disastrous for the
Iraqi people.” This assumes that our
invasion and occupation of Iraq was and is
for benign purposes. As recent disclosures
confirm, this is not the case. Recent efforts
to pursue no-bid contracts for Western oil
companies while Iraq is occupied and not
able to freely negotiate underscore the
United States’ malignant intentions in
invading Iraq.

Furthermore, it appears that a secret deal
is being negotiated in Baghdad which
would keep Iraq under effective and
permanent U.S. control by maintaining
multiple U.S. military bases in Iraq,
controlling Iraqi airspace, and assuring
legal immunity for the actions of American
soldiers and contractors there.

While the continued US occupation of
Iraq has benefited defense contractors and
oil companies greatly, it has not benefited
the Iraqi or American people, and must

therefore be ended. 

Afghanistan
The war against Afghanistan was the wrong
response to the 9/11 terrorist acts. We
believed in 2001 and continue to believe
that 9/11 was a criminal enterprise which
requires that those responsible should be
brought to justice. Instead, the US harmed
Afghanistan’s people by bringing war to
the entire country. This war has not made
U.S. citizens more safe and secure; to the
contrary, it has led to increased Islamic
anger against us while failing to stabilize
Afghanistan.

We do not support a withdrawal of US
forces from Iraq merely so that these forces
can be redeployed to Afghanistan. Rather
than an escalation of the war in Afghanistan,
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and a likely expansion into neighboring
Pakistan, we call for a withdrawal of US
troops and an internationally negotiated
solution.

Iran
We reject the United States’ and Israel’s
threats to go to war over Iran’s nuclear
weapons program—which our own
intelligence agencies have confirmed is
dismantled. 

We deplore the fact that the real issue—
worldwide nuclear weapon production and
proliferation—is being lost in the clamor
about Iran’s possible nuclear weapons
program. The US, Britain, France, Russia,
China, Israel, India, and Pakistan all possess
nuclear weapons and little, if anything, is
being done to eliminate them. It is totally
irresponsible to avoid this issue, seeking to
maintain the current nuclear monopoly by
a handful of the world’s countries.

We call for an in-depth discussion about
the current nuclear threat, the urgent need
for reduction and abolition of these
weapons, and the question of whether the
very existence of nuclear technology
stimulates their production. This issue
must be raised at all levels of American
society. 






